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A ParticularVision

Almost as soon as he saw the rolling
countryside around Fletcher, Robert Blair
knew he wanted to be an artist. He was
born in Buffalo, New York, in 1912, but his
father had been born in Fletcher, and the
young Bob Blair began spending summers
there at the age of six.

He was trained in drawing and sculpture,
but he found his inspiration and his me-
dium in the hills of Vermont. “My experi-
ences painting in Vermont got me
straightened out as to what I wanted to do
with painting,” he says. “Between 1927 and
1932, I was feeling my way ... by 1931...
there were complete paintings in my head
that just came there. By 1932, I had enough
ideas to paint to last a lifetime.”

In a lifetime of painting his main themes
have been the landscape and the people of
northwestern Vermont, painted with an ac-
curacy and sensitivity that preserve a past
era.

In “’Fletcher Town Meeting,” opposite,
cars, a buggy and umbrella-toting voters
gather around the Town Hall on a rainy
March day in the years before World War
II. In “Hooper’s Hollow,"” the local boot-
legger drives horse and buggy home to
make applejack in 1937. The building on
the right is the blacksmith’s shop. On the
left is the local garage, bearing the oil com-
pany’s flying red horse. “I think that sign’s
still there,” says Blair.
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